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before the Common Weal; or worst of all, from

readiness to divert the power of the State away from

fostering the Common Weal to the promotion of

private interest instead; this is a special temptation

when these interests are widespread and powerful.

We are accustomed in England to be proud of

the high tone of our public men, to think that the

men who govern the country are devoted to the

good of the community, and give their energy and

their time unstintedly to promote it; it seems to me

to be to a very large extent true, that there are in

public life of every kind, municipal, county, and

parliamentary, men who are really public spirited,

and are doing their best for the community without

desire to make personal gain out of their position,

But it must be admitted that this quality of English

public life is not so universal as could be wished,"

and that our neighbours do not recognise that

public spirit is dominant among our public men.

There is a political club in London, where foreign

publicists are very welcome; the impressions which

they form are by no means so favourable as we

could desire. An Austrian, who had been in London

for a couple of years, and whose impressions of

England were chiefly formed at that political club,

tells of the friends who had entertained him there,

that " all they care for is to find positions for them-

" selves and their relations, easy jobs.  You may be

"sure that not many of them are to be found in

" the trenches, they are worse than the Jews, and